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Dear Franklin Families, 

 

We hope you are all doing well and have been enjoying your summer months with family and friends. As we 

approach the start of the school year, we would like to provide you with some updates on the reopening of 

school. 

 

We are excited to share that Franklin Central School will be opening to full in-person learning for all students 

and staff, UPK – 12, we look forward to having everyone back in the building. 

 

We will be reconvening our Reopening Committee to review current CDC and Delaware County Public 

Health recommendations to determine our protocols and procedures for the start of the school year. We are 

also seeking your input for our Reopening Committee and Board of Education to consider planning for the 

opening of the 2021-22 school year. Please click the link below to access the survey.  

 

FCS Return to School 

 

Data collection for this survey will be finalized on August 21st.  

 

As of last week, Delaware County Public Health asked school districts to share the following information: 

 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC)recommend that for the 2021-2022 school year, all K-12 schools adopt universal masking for teachers, 

staff, students and visitors, regardless of COVID-I 9 vaccination status. CDC's guidance also addresses 

higher-risk sports and extra-curricular activities.  

 

Delaware County Public Health wants to reinforce these public health recommendations and understand that 

students benefit from in-person learning on a multitude of levels. Safely returning students to in-person 

instruction is a priority and ask that you share the science behind AAP and CDC's recommendations with the 

families you serve. Below are important considerations:  

• In New York State, the Delta variant ofCOVID-19 has been found to be the predominant strain of 

COVID-19 currently circulating. This is a significant change since the last school year. Data shows 

that the Delta variant behaves differently than other strains of the virus: it is much more contagious 

and represents a threat particularly to unvaccinated individuals. 

o New data shows that people infected with Delta have higher viral loads-meaning more virus in 

their body-than with previous variants. 

o Delta is causing some "vaccine breakthrough infections," meaning infections in fully 

vaccinated people, more than other strains have. Even so: 

▪ Most breakthrough infections are mild. 

▪ Vaccines are working as they should. They are preventing severe illness, 

hospitalization and death. 

• Vaccination is currently the leading public health prevention strategy to end the pandemic and is more 

urgent than ever as we respond to another surge of cases. We continue to urge those who are eligible 

to get vaccinated.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IKGjLN9Ch-3QQeDywqCDKgCJh_dzCAgoZW9ELXCW3oQ/edit?usp=sharing


o If you get vaccinated, your risk of infection is ~3.5-fold lower, your risk of getting ill from 

COVID-19 is over 8-fold lower, and your risk of needing hospitalization or dying is ~2.5-fold 

lower. 

• At this time, since vaccination is only approved for those over 12 years of age, it is extremely 

important that children return to the in-person learning environment with layered prevention 

strategies in place. 

o Layered protection strategies include indoor masking, screening/testing, ventilation, 

handwashing and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and getting tested, contact 

tracing in combination with quarantine and isolation, and cleaning and disinfection of the 

school environment. 

The guidelines presented above are not currently mandated by law but should serve to influence policy and 

procedure for return to school. Delaware County Public Health strongly recommends that these guidelines be  

implemented to ensure a safe return to in-person learning.  

 

In the meantime, here are some knowns based on expectations provided by the NYS Commissioner of 

Education at this time: 

• As long as allowed by public health officials, schools should be open for in-person teaching and 

learning, and all students should be in school. 

• Schools should be prepared to transition to remote instruction in the case of school closures due to a 

declared public health emergency. 

• NYSED will not require schools to provide remote-only instruction.  

o FCS is committed to full in-person learning for all students. FCS will offer the option of 

remote-only instruction for students with medical documentation on a case by case basis.  

• Procedures for contact tracing and quarantine will continue to be required.  

• FCS will continue to communicate any confirmed cases again this year. 

 

Details regarding the important topics of mask wearing, social distancing, health screenings, transportation and 

food service will be evaluated by the Reopening Committee with consideration from survey responses and any 

additional updates that may be provided in the coming weeks from NYSED and Delaware County Public 

Health. 

 

We know you will have questions that we may not have the answers to until after the survey is complete and 

the Reopening Committee and Board of Education have met. Please know we will listen to your questions and 

concerns and all decisions will be made to ensure the health and safety of all students and staff at FCS. As 

soon as plans are finalized, they will be communicated on our website, Facebook page, and email. Thank you 

so much for your continued support and patience as we work together to start the school year.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bonnie Johnson 

Superintendent 


